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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

HARRY READ. 01rector of

tnformatton

June

27, 1985

Local

and Pubhcatton:; (217) 581-2820

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University radio station WEIU-FM, 88.9 on
the dial, will go on the air with its first broadcast at a dedication ceremony
Monday

(July 1) at 9 a.m. in the Radio-TV Center in Buzzard Education Building.

This 4000 watt non-commercial station is licensed for a maximum range of 32
miles reaching a potential audience of 150,000 people, says John Beabout, director
of the radio-TV center.
The station, which will be staffed primarily by students, will begin operation
with an eight hour a day schedule, Monday through Friday.

The first 90 minutes each

day will be devoted to news/talk and public service programs with County Line from
4-5 p.m. and EIU Report from 5-5:30 p.m.
Contemporary rock and roll will fill the 5:30-9 p.m. slot with three hour
specialty shows, which change daily, from 9 until midnight sign off.
EIU President Stanley G. Rives will "flip the switch that gets us on the air
Monday," said Beabout.

"During the first hour we hope to have both mayors (Murray

Choate of Charleston and Roger Dettro of Mattoon) on plus Dan Marvin (former EIU
president who was instrumental in the station's early planning)."
Included amongdignitaries attending is Ray Livesay, owner and president of Mattoon
WLBH radio, who "helped us install the transmitter and donated his engineering services
so that we could meet our FCC requirements for proof of performance," said Beabout.
The initial broadcast, hosted by Frank Parcells, a member of the EIU speech cornrnunications department, will also include a public service announcement by Burl Ives,
noted EIU alumnus.
"Actually we're licensed to go 18 hours a day, seven days a week but we want to
get this time format down pat first.

Once we bring in some underwriting and build a
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ADD 1
fund, then at some point we'll expand our hours," Beabout said.

"At this time we

don't know if that's six months from now, a year, or two-three years."
Sheila Murphy, a senior from Arlington Heights, is the first station manager.
Liz Randall, junior from Des Plaines, is the program director.

Doug Close, a senior

from Oak Park, is news director and Mary Nottolini, senior from Barrington, is the
music director.
Joe Heumann, associate professor of speech communication, is the faculty advisor.
Fulltime staff members who "also burned the midnight oil to get us on the air,"
according to Beabout, are Ron Amyx, the chief engineer, and Jeff Puffer, the broadcast engineer.
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